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NCFE Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in English (603/5054/4)

NCFE Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in English: Reading

Practice Paper 2

Mark Scheme (post-standardisation)



 Section 1
	1
	
	What best describes the tone of Document 1?

A Enthusiastic 
B Forceful 
C Objective
D Serious
[1 mark]

	
	
	Answer:

A Enthusiastic (1) 
	
1
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	2
	
	One of the main messages of Document 1 is that Amy has tried hard to appear on television. 

Give one quotation from the document that supports this message.
 [1 mark]

	
	
	Maximum 1 mark from:

· I have applied to appear on hundreds of reality television programmes (1)
· …thousands of applications later (1)
· I will FINALLY (1)
· if you can think of it, I’ve applied for it. (1)
· 
 Accept any other valid quotation from the text.
	1
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	3
	
	Identify one example of each of the following in Document 1.

a) Fact
[1 mark]

b) Opinion
 [1 mark]

	
	
	a) Fact:
Maximum 1 mark from:

· When I applied for a programme called Catapult, I was trussed in a harness and fired into a ball pit from an enormous catapult (1)
· I have applied to appear on hundreds of reality television shows. (1)

b) Opinion:
Maximum 1 mark from:

· We all LOVE reality television (1)
· …my shot at fame is within grasp. (1)

Accept any other valid fact/opinion identified in Document 1.
	



1







1
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	4
	
	What is the meaning of the word ‘slog’ as used in the ‘Prepare for the unexpected’ section? 

You may use a dictionary to help you answer this question.
[1 mark]

	
	
	Maximum 1 mark from:

· hard work (1)
· struggle/toil/grind. (1)

Accept similar wording.
Do NOT accept work hard
	


1
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	5
	
	Which section tells the reader how to get regular notifications about show castings?
[1 mark]

	
	
	Maximum 1 mark from:

· mailing lists (1)
· the third paragraph. (1)

Accept similar wording.
	1
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	6
	
	Give two quotations from Document 1 that imply Amy is single.  
[2 marks]

	
	
	Maximum 2 marks from:

· I may even discover my own ‘Mr Right’ (1)
· a couples’ show is no good for me (1)
· I’ve applied to just about every dating show. (1)

Accept any other valid quotation.
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 Section 2
	7
	
	Identify whether each of the following quotations from Document 2 is an example of a factual or an informal style.

	Quotation 
	   Factual or Informal 

	…the final of a reality dance competition was the third-most-watched TV show of the year.
	 

	Count me out – I’ll be switching off.
	 



 [2 marks]

	
	
	Maximum 2 marks from:

	Quotation 
	   Factual or Informal 

	…the final of a reality dance competition was the third-most-watched TV show of the year.
	 Factual

	Count me out – I’ll be switching off.
	 Informal



	


2
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	8
	
	Give one example of each of the following features used by the writer to express their ideas.
a) Alliteration
[1 mark]

b) Exaggeration
[1 mark]

	
	
	a) Alliteration:
Maximum 1 mark from:

· willingly waste time watching worthless TV (1)
· the rubbish of reality. (1)

b) Exaggeration:
Maximum 1 mark from:

· we are bombarded with / the most abysmal drivel (1)
· absolutely mundane. (1)

Accept any other valid quotation.
	


1





1
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	9
	
	Why has the writer used each of the following organisational features?

a) Numbered list
[1 mark]

b) Caption
 [1 mark]

	










	
	a) Numbered list: 
Maximum 1 mark from:

· to show the types of reality TV show in order of popularity (1)
· so the reader can understand which shows are the most popular at a glance. (1)

Accept any other valid reason that is linked to the text. 
Do Not Accept answers which are not specific to the text.

b) Caption: 
Maximum 1 mark from:

· to let readers know that the writer will not be watching reality TV. (1)

Accept any other valid reason that is linked to the caption. 
· Do Not Accept answers which are not specific to the caption or simply describe the image.
	



1
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	10
	
	Give two reasons why the writer has provided statistics in the ‘We can’t get enough’ section.
[2 marks]

	
	
	Maximum 2 marks from:

· to demonstrate how many people watch reality TV compared with documentaries (1)
· to support the points he is making about the popularity of reality television (1) 
· to prove his point that huge audiences watch these programmes. (1)

Accept any valid reason related to the use of the specific statistics.
	



2
	



02.11



	11
	
	What is the meaning of the word ‘branded’ in the ‘Brain numbing’ section?

You may use a dictionary to help you answer this question.
 [1 mark]

	
	
	Maximum 1 mark from:

· labelled (1)
· judged (1)
· called. (1)

Accept similar wording.
	


1
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 Section 3
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	Give two reasons why Lucy thinks ‘Catapult’ is such an enjoyable TV show.  
[2 marks]                                  

	
	
	Maximum 2 marks from:

· she hasn’t seen anything as entertaining in years (1)
· it makes her laugh out loud (1)
· the presenters are her all-time favourites. (1)

Accept any other valid reason.
	2
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	13
	
	Identify the language feature used in each of these quotations from Document 3.

a) ‘The experience was totally amazing.’
[1 mark]
b) ‘…rammed with lame karaoke competitions…’
 [1 mark]

	










	
	
a) ‘The experience was totally amazing.’
Maximum 1 mark from:

· exaggeration. (1)

b) ‘…rammed with lame karaoke competitions…’
Maximum 1 mark from:

· slang / informal language (1)
· metaphor / cliché. (1)
	



1





1
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	14
	
	Kimran says ‘Ha! That’s like having to make a choice between the devil and the deep blue sea. Television programming schedules are rammed with lame karaoke competitions, staged reality TV, or terrible cooking, dating and DIY shows.’

Give two examples of what can be inferred from Kimran’s words.
[2 marks] 

	
	
	Maximum 2 marks from:

· Kimran dislikes/wouldn’t watch Catapult or Next Date (1)
· Kimran doesn’t like the majority of programmes on television (1)
· Kimran thinks reality TV is low quality or low grade (1)
· Kimran completely disagrees with Lucy (1)
· Kimran thinks there are too many contests and reality shows on TV. (1)

Accept any other inference or similar wording.
	2
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 Section 4
	15
	
	Compare the views of Nathan in Document 3 with the views expressed in Document 2, giving examples from each text. 

In your answer, you should also consider how language is used.
 [3 marks]

	
	
	(one of the following)
The learner’s response will:
· have some mention of at least one of the views expressed by Nathan in Document 3 AND one of the views expressed in Document 2, but limited implicit comparison and no consideration of how views are conveyed (1 mark)
· compare at least one of the views expressed by Nathan in Document 3 and one of the views expressed in Document 2 with some explicit comparison, with limited consideration of how views are conveyed in at least one document (2 marks)
· have a clear and explicit comparison of the views expressed by Nathan in Document 3 and the views expressed in Document 2, with examples from both sources (eg Nathan thinks that reality TV is entertaining and offers viewers a golden age – Document 2 disagrees as it says that shows no longer ‘genuinely entertain’). There is clear comparison of how views are conveyed in both documents (eg Nathan uses rhetorical questions and short sentences to show his enthusiasm for reality TV, the writer of Document 2 uses viewing figures to show how popular reality television is. Both use emotive vocabulary to express their views).           (3 marks)

Do Not Accept responses that are sourced from Document 1.
0 marks should be given for no awardable content.
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	16
	
	Analyse all three documents and explain which document is the least biased.

In your answer, you should refer to language, purpose and bias, giving examples from the texts.
[4 marks]

	
	
	(one of the following)
The learner’s response will:

· make a clear choice but only consider the one document selected. For example, Document 3 is the least biased as it is a forum giving different views. There is a limited explanation given for choice [1 mark]
· make a clear choice considering only the document selected and one other. For example, Document 3 is the least biased as it is a forum giving different views on reality TV. Document 2 is written from the viewpoint of a person who dislikes reality TV, so this is clearly biased. There is a reasonable explanation given for their choice, although some reasoning may be implicit [2 marks]
· make a clear choice considering all three documents. For example, Document 3 is the least biased as it gives some positive views of reality TV as well as some negative. Document 2 is biased as it is strongly against reality TV.  Document 1 is biased because the writer gives tips about getting on reality TV. The writer doesn’t see any bad points about it, so it’s much more biased than Document 3. Their choice supported by a reasonable explanation              [3 marks]
· make a clear choice considering all three documents in detail. For example, Document 3 is the least biased as it shows different views of reality TV. Kimran says the shows are ‘terrible’ but Nathan says it’s ‘great’. Document 1 is biased because the writer just gives tips on how readers can get on TV. The first thing she says is, ‘We all love reality television’, so it’s very biased. Document 2 is just as biased as Document 1 as it only offers a negative view of reality TV, so portrays it in a bad light, using facts and persuasive language to do so, ‘abysmal drivel’ and ‘It saps my energy.’ There is a comprehensive explanation, supported by examples. [4 marks]

0 marks should be given for no awardable content. 
Note: learners could argue that any one of the documents is the least biased, providing their arguments are sufficiently well made.
	4
	02.17



 [Total: 30 marks]
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