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Activity - Adding and Subtracting Numbers
Questions

Read this information about adding and subtracting, using the column method.

You need to be confident with place value before you start to add and subtract using the column method.  

Each number in £1234 has the following place values:

	Thousands
	Hundreds
	Tens
	Units

	1
	2
	3
	4



It is handy to know the facts:

· The 1 represents one thousands or £1000
· The 2 represents two hundreds or £200
· The 3 represents three tens or £30
· The 4 represents four units or £4. 

When you add and subtract using the column method you can use place value to check all of your numbers are in the right place. 
 

Example 234 + 648

	Place the digits in the correct “place value” columns with the numbers under each other.
	
	H
	T
	U

	Begin adding in the unit’s column.
	
	2
	3
	4

	Show any carrying in the next column.
	+
	6
	14
	8

	
	
	8
	8
	2


Example: 786 - 649

	Place the digits in the correct “place value” columns with the numbers under each other.
	
	H
	T
	U

	Begin subtracting in the unit’s column.
	
	7
	78
	16

	You can’t subtract 9 from 6 so move 1 ten from 
the 8 tens to the 6 units to make 16 units.
	-
	6
	4
	9

	
	
	1
	3
	7

	
	
	



You can also use partitioning to add and subtract small and large numbers


Example: 126 + 223
126 + 223 = ?


3
20
100
20
6
200



Here you add the hundreds, then the tens and finally the units.  This can then make it easier to add the final totals.

100 + 200 = 300
20 + 20 = 40
6 + 3 = 9
300 + 40 + 9 = 349

Partitioning can also be used to subtract. Start by taking the hundreds away, then the tens and finally the units.

568 – 324

 568 – 300 = 268
268 – 20 = 248
				   	248 – 4 = 244

Please note: 
It does not matter which method you use, as long as you are confident with it.  You could practice both methods which will help you to check your work.


Activity 1a.
Write down the value of the digit underlined from the numbers listed below.
a. 236 



b. 10 


c. 1,000 



d. 129 














Activity 1b.
Write down the numbers below in words.a. 236 



b. 678



c. 1,014



d. 1,901











Activity 1c.
Write down the numbers below when expressed in words.
a. Seven hundred and two.


b. Four hundred and ninety two. 


c. One thousand and thirty three.












Activity 1d.
Place these values in Ascending order.

Top Tip: Ascending order means in order from smallest to largest.
a. 130		120			110			1,000



b. 678		456			677			678



c. £456	£546			£560			£4.56




















Activity 1e.
Using the column or partition method, add and subtract the following:a. 236 + 260 = 



b. 151 + 897 = 



c. 802 + 776 = 



d. 180 + 620 = 



e. 961 + 649 = 



f.  371 + 356 =

g. 969 – 893 = 



h. 757 – 201 = 



i. 538 – 129 = 



j. 499 – 163 = 



k. 767 – 587 = 



l. 428 – 225 =





























Activity 1f.
You are making a small cake for a charity coffee morning and you have been shopping to get all the ingredients.  The recipe says that you need 85 grams of butter, 114 grams of sugar and 142 grams of plain flour and 14 grams of baking powder.

What is the total weight of the ingredients?
















Activity 1g.
You own a fish tank that holds 798 litres of water.  You need to syphon 38 litres off.  How many litres will be left?
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Activity 1h (Exam Style Question)
Use the information below to answer the questions that follow.
You own a fleet of three taxis and they have recently had their MOT test.  Unfortunately they failed and below is a list of work that the garage has to carry out. 
They all need something replacing but your budget is only £200.  

	Price List

	£60 per tyre

	

	£10 per light bulb

	£30 for brake disks


	
	Work to be done

	Taxi 1 
	One brake light and 1 headlight

	Taxi 2 
	2 tyres

	Taxi 3
	Brake disks and 1 brake light











Look at the prices and work out how much it will cost.

Can you afford to pay the garage for all the work?
















Activity 1i (Exam Style Question)
You’ve learned about adding and subtracting. Now check your understanding by completing the following problem.

The table shows the cost of cleaning curtains.

	Curtains (per pair) 
	Price

	Full length (over 1.5 metres long)
	£22

	Half length (under 1.5 metres long
	£17



      
    




How much does it cost to clean two pairs of full length curtains and one pair of half-length curtains?
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